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Advent — A Season of Hope

Here we are in Advent once more.
It's a time when we can genuinely
look forward to Christmas with
anticipation, even though we know
there’s plenty to do before the big
day. Cards to buy and post, food to
prepare, meals to plan, and
presents to secretly buy. Advent is
a season that shapes our days with
a sense of excitement and the
belief that something wonderful is
on its way. It's a reminder that we
need to reignite our enthusiasm for
who is to come.

That’s why we begin our journey
this season with the Advent theme
of hope. Theologian Jirgen
Moltmann, in his book “Theology of
Hope,” defines Christian hope as
rooted in God’s faithfulness and
promise. It's not the sort of hope
that buys a lottery ticket and
crosses fingers.

That kind of hope isn't based on
our circumstances but depends
solely on God's initiative. Isaiah’s

vision for a new world involves nations trusting in God. And the outcome of such hope is
taking action by transforming weapons into symbols and tools of peace and calm.

Every year during the Advent season, we read the prophet Isaiah: “"The people who
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shone” (Isa. 9:2). This is what Advent hope highlights for us.
It reminds us of what we should be excited about during this season, as we eagerly
anticipate the birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. The hope of Christmas involves expecting
something profoundly new that cannot be created from the circumstances of this world.
Hope isn’t simply the absence of grief and pain. It isn’t something we can expect just by
staying busy and ticking off the many responsibilities we have. The hope of Advent
doesn’t stem from our numerous duties. It comes to us; we don’t work to earn it. God

promises it.



As a congregation, we've faced many dark moments. If your personal circumstances this
Advent bring darkness, you need not convince yourself that things are not as bad as they
seem or desperately search for reasons to be hopeful. Instead, remind yourself of a
simple truth: the light of the One who was with God in the beginning shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. This One is where our hope lives and
grows.

Desmond Tutu was known for saying, “I have never been an optimist. I am a prisoner of
hope.” Tutu found his hope as a Christian in the resurrection that follows the great sorrow
and anguish of Christ’s passion and death. Christian hope frees us to live a fuller life in
God. How? Because Christian hope is formed in the very heart of God. Christian hope
comes to us in the most unexpected places, circumstances, and indeed, from the
unlikeliest of persons. That person is Emmanuel, God with us.

In whatever way you plan to celebrate this Christmas, may you be assured of God's hope,
peace, joy and love on earth.

On behalf of your St Luke’s church family, my family and I send you God's peace, joy, and
abundant blessings this Christmas and into the coming year. May you be filled with God's
indescribable gift of hope, peace, joy, and love, and may these blessings be God’s gift to
each other and to the world this Christmas.

"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord."
—Luke 2:11

Kelesi mo e melino (grace and peace)
Rev Ikani Vaitohi

Image: Barocci, Federigo, The Nativity, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library,
Nashville, TN. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Federico Barocci 002,

CHURCH COUNCIL

As another year draws to a close, many of us are feeling the weight of a world in turmoil
and our own congregation facing changes that we have never been confronted with
before. At times, it can feel overwhelming - like the foundations we've relied on are being
shaken, and peace is, at times, hard to find.

Yet, step back into first-century Palestine, and the world was no less fractured. The
Roman Empire ruled with ruthless force - oppressing the poor, crushing dissent, enforcing
a violent ‘peace.’ Corrupt leaders exploited the vulnerable, while the religious elite clung
to power instead of standing with the people. The Israelites lived under occupation,
longing for liberation, crying out for justice, waiting for God to act.

And then - love breaks through.

Not in the way anyone expected. Not with force or fanfare. But in the fragile form of a
newborn baby - God incarnate, born into poverty, under the shadow of empire. A quiet,
subversive act of radical love. A love that would go onto challenge injustice, lift the weary,
and turn the world upside down - not with power, but with grace, mercy, and kindness.

We need to continue reflecting on the realities of our broken world along with the
unshakable hope that love still breaks through; exploring how God’s love disrupts, heals,
and transforms - breaking through darkness, despair, and injustice to bring light, joy, and
renewal; and reminding us that even in the darkest times, love is not absent. It pushes
through cracks, defies despair, and insists on hope.
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As a Council and congregation, we have been challenged to consider our future, as a
faithful Worshipping and Missional body of people in this place, at this time. Recently we,
as a congregation, have considered some options and provided some insight into how we
would like to move into 2026. The congregation was in favour of proceeding with the
process of endeavouring to get a Minister, even if it is not full time and also considering
exploring worship with other congregations in the future. The Uniting proposal and site
sale were not favoured.

This process has given the Council a clearer picture of our direction for our Worship, our
mission, and our site. There is a lot more investigation and decisions to be made as we
move forward, but as the Advent season shows us- we live in hope, knowing that through
prayerful discernment we will find our way through. The future will not be the same, but it
will be where God wants us to be!

We are certainly blessed in the knowledge that Rev Ikani Vaitohi will continue to be with
us, at least in the early part of 2026.

The Church Council wishes you a joyful and peaceful Advent season as we await, in hope
for the Christ child.

Catherine Mullen Megan Knott
Council Chair Secretary
NOVEMBER CALENDAR
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St Luke’s ‘Uniting Church
Christmas Services: 9.30am

December 7t": Advent 2 Lay Preacher: Mrs Lorraine Leitch
December 11%*: Mid-week Service Rev lkani Vaitohi
December 14': Advent 3 Rev lkani Vaitohi
December 21%: Advent 4 Communion Rev lkani Vaitohi

* 2.30 pm Carol Singing with the Geelong Welsh Ladies Choir
December 25'™: Christmas Day 9.30am Rev |kani Vaitohi

Meetings

e Tuesday Dec 2, 11am Seekers Round Table @ Brioche, Fyans St

e Wednesday Dec 3, 1:30pm Coffee’n’Chat St Luke’s

e Tuesday Dec 9, 12pm Connections /luncheon @ Brioche, Fyans St

e Sunday Dec 14, 7pm House Church: Christmas gathering, Holy Communion
e Fril12/12 12-4pm, Sat 13/12 9am - lunch Collectibles
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PASTORAL CONNECTIONS
SHARING STORIES OF CHRISTMAS IN OTHER LANDS
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& Peace
WHAT 15 CHRISTMAS?
On
Earth.

s

Althaugh it sometimas seams the real meaning of Christmas has
bean lost, wa find around the world that the message of love,
peace and joy is shared in diverse ways through the spirit and

r goodwill of shared family times and tha opportunity to give.

Below are some of the ways that the spirit of Christmas is celebrated around the world,
reflecting the diversity of communities who in general seek peace and goodwill to all.

In Romania from dawn until after sunset on the day before Christmas, boys visit
neighbouring homes to sing Christmas greetings, for which they receive apples, cakes
and coins. Roast pig is the principal food of the Christmas dinner.

Philippine Islands: The children do not have a Christmas tree but decorate their homes
with special care. Flags, bunting, palms and coloured flowers are placed both inside and
outside where they live. A candle is kept burning in the window on Christmas Eve then
on Christmas day they wear colourful clothes, adorn themselves with lei’s and sing as
they follow a native band to church.

In China, where Christians are able to openly celebrate, Christmas is the climax of many
days of lantern making. Before church on Christmas Eve, people dress in their most
colourful costumes, carry their best lanterns and parade up and down the streets singing
Christmas carols accompanied by a mandoline. At midnight firecrackers announce the
end of the singing and the start of mass. Chinese children call their tree the ‘Tree of
Light” and it is decorated with flowers and paper chains.

In French Canada Christmas is deeply religious. Christmas day begins with Mass
followed by the ‘Reveillon’, a meal after church held in the family home. Throughout the
holiday season there is great emphasis upon the religious aspects of Christmas. On
January 6th the season ends with the feast of the Kings of Epiphany, celebrated with
much festivity and where the traditional cake, “La Gateau des Rois” is cut. This cake has
a pea and a bean inserted and those finding them are celebrated as the King and Queen
of the Twelfth Night.

In Belgium, Christmas is celebrated in the central square (in freezing temperatures)
with the singing of Christmas carols. Accompanied by choirs each person, while carrying
a candle or torch, is invited to sing the carols in their own language, this is a magical
experience of unity and togetherness. At midnight, the city bells are rung and the many
windows in the centrally located Town hall are lit simultaneously with a hundred or so
candles. Later the crowds disperse to the local cafes or train stations for the journey
home, with peace and joy in their hearts.

Christmas in Australia. We are one of the few countries around the world that
celebrates Christmas in summer. There is a combination of traditional European
celebrations, with church carol singing and readings, and with the Aussie outdoor BBQ
and beach parties. Festivities include decorating houses and yards with lights and
decorating Christmas trees, attending carols by candlelight and visiting Geelong’s
floating Christmas tree. Traditional Christmas meals of turkey and plum pudding have
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been replaced by seafood, salads and pavlova. Gifts are exchanged and opened on
Christmas morning.

Pam Seller - Pastoral Connections

PRAYER POINTS
PRAISE POINTS:

Praise God for everyone involved in the planning, preparation, and

presentation of the weekly worship services and ministers, missionaries and

lay people who share the word of God in diverse settings.

Thank you, Lord, for the many blessings and gifts that we receive daily from you and for the
opportunities that arise where we are able to build on and share these gifts with friends and family.
Holy Spirit, thank You for our ‘front line’ workers. Those who work in hospitals, nursing homes,
ambulance personal and paramedics, the fire department, mental health workers, SES volunteers,
police and the many who work in our courts, jails, and rehabilitation centres. Grant them clear
thinking and wisdom as they seek to encourage and help those who need assistance.

We give thanks for our church council, who work hard to understand all the necessary steps
needed to review the possibilities available, as we move forward, and we thank lkani for his help in
securing our ongoing ministry into early 2026.

Lord, we give thanks for the beauty of your creation, for the seasonal changes that bring wind,
Sunshine and rain, all mixed with the colour of rainbows, birds flying in V’s and spring flowers.
Thank you God, for everyone who willingly share with those from other lands and cultures who
come seeking our support and help. Teach us to be good providers and patient and caring
listeners.

PRAYER POINTS:

As Christmas approaches, we think of those who are not in a position to provide the essentials for
their families. Those who may have an empty seat at the table this Christmas because of a death
in the family, a family dispute and for those living away from home who may be lonely and
depressed.

Our prayers are for Rev lkani and the Worship Team as they plan and prepare for the Advent
season services. We pray for the Church Council (Catherine, Megan, Des, Geoff, Shaghek) as
they continue to meet regularly

And inform the congregation of our possible journey ahead.

Our thoughts and prayers are with members of our own congregation who are coping with health
problems.

We pray for peace of mind and reassurance that there is support available when needed. We
think of farmers who are experiencing tough times on the land. Suffering floods, drought, wind, and
hail damage during this year and battle to provide for their families. May grace and peace be their
gifts this Christmas.
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Daily prayers from Tear fund Advent Prayer Calendar. December 1% to 24"

1.Pray for food security-Psalm 145:15-16, 2.Pray for children in need-Mark 9:363:14-37
3.Pray for teachers-John 10:10 4.Pray for strong harvests-Psalm 65:9-11

5.Pray for girls’ education-Proverbs 8:11 6.Pray for first nations leaders-Ephesians 3:14-21
7.Pray for clean water for all-John 7:37-38 8.Pray for all facing hunger-Psalm 146:7

9.Pray for all to access learning-Proverbs 9:9 10.Pray for people with disability-Genisis 1:27
11.Pray for healthy mums and babies-Psalm 137:13 12.Pray for women’s empowerment-Psalm 24:11
13.Pray for all to earn an income-Joel 7:25 14 .Pray for thriving lively hoods-Psalm 50:17
15.Pray for safe sanitation-Malachi 4:4 16.Pray for healthy communities-Joel 15:33
17.Pray for courage in hard places-Psalm 23 18.Give thanks for good news-Isiah 52:7
19.Pray for hope for creation-Psalm 65:5-8 20.Pray for all impacted by crisis-Psalm 9:7-10
21.Pray for leaders and politians-1 Timothy 2:1-2 22.Give thanks for positive change-145:3-7
23.Pray for just systems-Luke 1:51-53 24.Give thanks for renewed hope-Isiah 9:6

MAY THE KNOWLEDGE THAT CHRIST RULES IN OUR HEARTS,
BE A SANCTURARY OF PEACE AND LOVE,
AS WE TOGETHER SEEK THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

REPAIR CAFE

Last "Hurrah" for 2025. Very busy despite the wet and cold weather. Lovely feeling of
community, people talking in groups whilst waiting their turn. Deb, Maddie and Charlie put
on a lovely afternoon tea as usual. Many repairs achieved successfully. A couple of items
were taken home by our dedicated volunteers for further work. Great team sharing their
skills and time. Lovely customers voicing their appreciation. Our stats show that we have
saved over 9,000 kgs from landfill over the 9 years we have been in operation !!! What's

¥
not to love*®=% . Dates for 2026 will be published in the New Year.
Claire

UNITINGWORLD GIFT CARDS

relation or friend?

By purchasing a gift card you are supporting communities in
remote locations who need school books, clean water, food
security and much more.

mﬁ_ﬁ

To receive more information or to view cards contact Pam Chl{, L ens "

Cards range in price from $10 to $30.

The gt ol a lvedthood!

Seller.
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St. Luke’s Collectibles

Raising funds for Refiuigee Ministry

o5, S o
December 2025 News g S
Collectibles at St Luke’s: Our Collectibles monthly sales weekend once again was well
attended - customers appreciate shopping when there is a wide choice to select from. Our
customers are consistently buying gifts for birthdays, Christmas, and special occasions to
say ‘thank you’ to a friend. This month we Featured a huge range of fabrics for every
Dress Maker, Quilter, Embroiderer, and Knitters (Wool and Patterns). This only happens
once a year, and shoppers queued up waiting for the doors to open.. Monies raised from
the Collectibles Sales are directed to support Refugees and others in need.

We held a Retrospective Art Exhibition featuring the works of Brian Williams and Katie
Williams. It was a visual delight! The Williams family generously donated proceeds of the
sales to St Luke’s Refugee Ministry.

Group Tours in Collectibles Chapel and morning tea: If the Group in which you belong
is seeking to have a delightful morning out, why not book a tour and hear our story about
our Ministry to Refugees and Asylum Seeker families. Phone Rae to have a chat.

December at St Luke’s: SALES WEEKEND ...... ONE WEEK EARLIER
December Collectibles Sales Opening: Friday 12%". Dec from 12 noon until 4pm.
Saturday 13™. Dec from 9am till lunchtime.
You are invited. Bring friends. Help share our story.

A couple of stories: A big ‘clapping’ thank you to Wesley, who at very short notice, were
able to provide a driver and car for one hour. Their immediate and positive response
reminds us about many good people who are willing to drop everything to lend a hand.
Wesley .... Let’s hope you ask us to respond when in need!

Bed Linen - Material Aid: This is a part storage story from our refugee room. Volunteers
pack bed linen now in a very specific way. No matter what size, single, double, or queen
size, are now teamed up with matching size sheets and pillow slips. This is a very efficient
way of passing on items to people in need. We are very happy with this new storage plan.
However, recently we had a couple of homeless people seeking support in the provision of
bed linen. They only each wanted a doona. Why, you may ask? Answer: If you are
homeless, and sleep in a car - there is no room for sheets. A simple doona is the answer.

Can you bake a cake or slice for the next Collectibles Christmas sale? 12" & 13,
Dec.

We are planning to have a festive table at Collectibles and invite everyone to provide an
item to sell. Remember, all funds raised support people in need.

Phone Rae on 0413 888 884 to discuss delivery and other details. One spot of baking from
your kitchen would mean that our table would be overflowing.

All people visiting any part of our Ministry receive a Spontaneous welcome. To verify the
continual feedback we receive, I offer for your reading the following noted card, recently
received:

“"To all the lovely people who volunteer their time and energy to St Luke’s
Collectibles. I have had the pleasure of donating much loved items to the
Collectibles sale and the refugee collection point over the past 12 months. Every
one of you has made my job of passing on my cherished mother’s (dec) much
loved items easier to bear. Thank you for your welcoming and warm presence at
St Luke’s Collectibles drop off point. Your personal interest and willingness to
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receive items with warmth and gratitude has made all the difference at my time
of grief. Thank you all so much. You do a great job of recycling and sharing.
Much love. FH xx

Will you remember: Every Wednesday, between 9.30 am 11.30am, the Wednesday
Team are available to receive material aid donations. Simply drive between the Chapel and
Men’s Shed to off load. The Collectibles Chapel story continues.

We give thanks for those who connect with us, donating material aid to support people in
need. St Luke’s Uniting Church, 174 Barrabool Road, Highton 3216.

Closing with a Christmas message packed with hope, goodwill, and love. Happy Christmas,
as we pray that stockings are richly filled for needy people.

Rae Anderson (0413 888 884) and Linda Salamy, Collectibles Joint Coordinators

—— T
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St Luke’s Uniting Church
Christmas Carols Service

with the
Geelong Welsh Ladies Choir

You are welcome to join with us and the Geelong
Welsh Ladies Choir to sing many of our favourite
Christmas Carols.

St Luke’s Uniting Church
Sunday 21 December
2-3 pm
174 Barrabool Road
Highton 3216

- -
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Wider Church News

UNITING EVENTS IN THE GEELONG AREA

e Wesley UC presents RAAF band ‘Symphony in Motion’ Fri Dec 5, 7:30pm

e Wesley UC Christmas Services Dec 14, 7:30pm Combined Carols by Candlelight;
Dec 25, 9am Christmas Day service

e St Albans - St Andrews UC Carols on the Green Sun Dec 7, 5pm; Pride & Allies
Carol Service Sat 13 Dec 6pm

e Western Heights UC Sunday, 21 Dec 6pm Community Carols; Christmas
services 11:30pm, 9:30am

e Western Heights UC Walk the Labyrinth on the bank of the Barwon at the end of

Craigie Rd, Newtown

Lara Carols @ Pirra Homestead, Sat 13 Dec 8pm

Grovedale UC Christmas Carols Fri 12 Dec, 7pm

Uniting Grovedale Gifts for Families

Barrabool Hills UC - Sunday service at 10am; Carols service 21 Dec 7pm

Uniting Events flyers are on display in the hall.
National Update
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A life-giving community sharing God’s abundant love: meet Willoughby and
Northbridge Uniting Church

At Willoughby and Northbridge Uniting Church, two congregations are discovering afresh
what it means to be a life-giving community sharing God’s abundant love. Rooted on the
lands of the Cammeraygal and Wallumedegal peoples, read how these two communities in
partnership are offering God's welcome, intergenerational community and a place of
belonging where all are known by name.

What one thing makes your church unique?

"The way we are growing faith through intergenerational discipleship," writes minister Rev
Ingrid Robertson. "Musicians, worship leaders, tech teams, and welcomers learn side by
side across generations. That shared practice forms character, builds skills, and quietly
teaches what Christian community looks like."

In the latest story in our This is my Uniting Church series, these communities share
what's energising their faith, how they're engaging with the community, and what the rest
of us can pray for.

National Update, 12 Nov 2025
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