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PENTECOST REFLECTIONS

Winds of change

Wild Wind of the Spirit, on this Pentecost day
we revel in the ways your presences lives

and moves among us and through us —
inspiring us, challenging us, unsettling us.
May we be open to the winds of change,
welcoming and bending to new ways of being.
May we embrace and celebrate the

lively and generative energy of this day,
empowering us to be agents of transformation
in our spheres of influence, voices for the voiceless,
and visionaries for a new future. Amen.
(Source: Wendy Janzen)

Prayer

Thunderous Spirit of such gentleness,

Pour out your fiery wisdom

that lifts all barriers we build between us,

and brings us to the liminal space of ‘God with us’.

In our Churches, break through barricades of structures and rulings

that prevent us from experiencing the grace of friendship as the family of Jesus.
In the confusion of your unveiling of our eyes

to the whole people of God,

grant that moment of stillness, where we can breathe in your strength



and be awestruck with energy that electrifies our being and living.

Loose our cords of righteous indignation,

And language and practice that bind us in a coil of distrust and self-satisfaction.
For we long to turn to the Light where the sun will be no longer darkened,
so that we see the face of you, O God, in each other.

Warm our hearts and melt away our fears

that prevent us listening to the tentative fledging voices

offering visions of the future.

Energize us to connect with each other as church, your Church,

loving the dreams of those who have gone before,

proclaiming new messages you inscribe in our souls,

and living a life where confusion falls in the face of your clarity.

A life worthy of awe. A life of faithful people, together.

(Source: Rev Anne Hewitt May 2021)
Source: Day of Pentecost https://pilgrimwr.unitingchurch.org.au/?p=453
Image: Joy Hicks, Pentecost service, WHU, 2026

COUNCIL REPORT

Welcome: Mrs Lorraine Leitch

We start the month of June, welcoming Lorraine Leitch in our 3 month Supply Ministerial
position, finishing at the end of August. We are thankful to Lorraine for her willingness to
assist us through ministry and pastoral care. Lorraine will take all services, except for the
Mid-week Service, which will be taken by RevTevita Holani, and Communion, which, as a
Lay Preacher, she is not permitted to do. Lorraine will assist the Pastoral Connections Team
in pastoral work on a Wednesday, and Lorraine is prepared to assist us with funerals (as a
registered celebrant) for members of the congregation, or we can ask for the assistance or
Belmont’s Minister, Rev Annetia Goldsworthy. Rev Robert Van Zetten and Rev Isabel
Greenall will take our June and August Communion services. July is yet to be organised.

Pentecost Service
It was wonderful to join with other congregations to celebrate Pentecost recently at Western
Heights.

Change

The last month has been quite a busy one with many changes, commencing with the
Church Council signing the ten-year ground lease with Uniting for the redevelopment of the
Kindergarten. The joint decision with Synod Property Services and Presbytery will take a
little while to eventuate but has put us on a road to changing the organisation of our building
space, which has been commenced, most especially with the reorientation of the Worship
Space. The changes will challenge us, but it reminds us of earlier changes which are well
documented in the “Steadfast through Change” document of 2006.

It brings to mind some words which our Assembly President Charissa Suli preached at the
recent Belmont Uniting Church’s 100" Anniversary. It asks us to reflect on our past, present
and more importantly, our future as a pilgrim people. Bundling up some boxes of archives to
send to the VICTAS Synod Historical Society emphasised that for well over 150 years, St
Luke’s has embraced change with great spirit.

Charissa has given us permission to reproduce this as a message to us:
“Redevelopment as Resurrection
We are currently discerning the redevelopment of the childcare facility.
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Some will feel grief.

That is natural.

But let us interpret this theologically.

Land in Scripture is never owned absolutely — it is entrusted.

If part of this site becomes a place where children laugh, learn, and grow — that too is
blessing.

What if the laughter of children becomes your daily call to prayer?

What if new families who enter for childcare encounter the welcome of Christ?

What if mission is not something you travel to — but something that moves next door?
Resurrection does not mean keeping everything as it was.

Resurrection means God brings new life through surrender.

Let us prepare for that truth.”

What | Have Seen Across Our Church

As President, | have travelled widely — from remote outback communities with Frontier
Services, to intercultural congregations in our cities, to small rural churches holding faithful
presence, to young adults gathering in bold discipleship spaces.

Let me tell you what | have seen.

| have seen congregations with fewer numbers but deeper prayer.

| have seen a church in Port Hedland that was once occupied by squatters, and within
twelve months was transformed, restored, and opened as a new worshipping community for
a Fijian Uniting Church congregation.

| have seen older members mentoring young leaders with quiet wisdom.

| have seen congregations selling land not as loss, but as mission — releasing assets so
new ministry might emerge.

| have seen hope where statistics predicted decline.

The Spirit is not finished with us.

The Spirit is not nostalgic.

The Spirit is creative.

And that brings us

to your present moment.” Rev Charissa Suli

Let us embrace change in our journey and continue to discern what God has in store for us
as we venture forward in faith and hope.

Catherine Mullen Megan Knott
Chairperson Secretary

JUNE CALENDAR

Services

e Sunday 14/6 9:30 Pentecost 3, Ms Lorraine Leitch

e Thurs 18/6 1:30 Midweek Service, Rev Tevita Holani
e Sunday 21/6 9:30 Pentecost 4, inc Communion Rev Robert van Zettan
e Sunday 21/6 7pm House Church,

e Sunday 28/6 9:30 Pentecost 5, Ms Lorraine Leitch

e Sunday 5/7 9:30 Pentecost 6, Ms Lorraine Leitch
Meetings

e Friday 12/6, 26/6 Sewing Group

e Sat13/6 Repair Cafe

e Fri19/6, 20/6 Collectibles

e Mon 29/6 Pastoral Connections

e Wed1/7 Coffee’n’Chat Brioche 1:30pm
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PASTORAL CONNECTIONS

Emmaus Hospitality

As they came near the village to which they were going. Jesus acted as if he were
going farther; 'Stay with us, the day is almost over and it is getting dark.” So, he went
in to stay with them. He sat down to eat with them, took the bread, and said the
blessing; then he broke the bread and gave it to them.” (Lk 24:28-30)

One of the joyful times in our lives is when we share hospitality with family, friends, or
acquaintances. You can be on a train, waiting at the supermarket check-out or striking
up a conversation with those around you, only to find by some strange coincidence
they happen to know your best friend from school days or your interstate cousin who
has just arrived to stay with you.

There are many occasions when, for those walking today's Emmaus Road, the
opportunity to share hospitality presents unexpectedly. It might be at your traditional
family Sunday night tea, a birthday celebration, a work function, a camp BBQ, hosting
an afternoon tea or lunch following a thanksgiving service, when we are invited to
extend an invitation to share in a time of fellowship.
Once your invitation date is secured, ||{{ISHNNTIIT]
and the invitation accepted, there is |l} '
time for thoughtful planning, deciding P§
on a menu and shopping for the :
ingredients. Closer to the time, the
table is set, guest seating considered
and the food prepared and cooked.
Then on the actual day there are last
minute checks to be made, assuring
everything is in place and allowing time for adjustments to be made.

Finally, your guests arrive, and you enjoy a relaxing event, confident that all of your
thought and preparation has enabled you to share in the fellowship and spirit of this
special meal shared together.

Of course, any time of hospitality isn’t over until every last story has been told, and
every last guest has left. Only then, as the table is cleared and the dishwasher started
is there an opportunity to reflect on the stories shared and the bond that has been
established. We can then give thanks for the gift of hospitality.

At church we regularly share a time of fellowship on a Sunday morning, when morning
tea is offered following worship. Those on duty must plan for and prepare the tea,
coffee and refreshments.

One very ‘Emmaus’ event during worship is when we share communion together. Those
involved must carefully prepare and reverently serve the elements at this simple but
significant ‘meal’ of bread and wine. By sharing these elements, which represent the
body and blood of the crucified Christ shed for each of us, we are bound together in the
new covenant, not etched in stone as was the old covenant, but written into our hearts
to love and serve one another. The joy of any time shared as the body of Christ,
strengthens both our earthly and spiritual opportunities and connections within our
fellowship and community. Praise God, that for those on the Emmaus Road, our ‘eyes
are opened and we recognise the Lord’ who guides and leads us. (Luke 24:vs 31).

Pam Seller Pastoral Connections Co-ordinator
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PRAYER DOT POINTS FOR JUNE
Praise and Thanksgiving b@

We give thanks for these beautiful winter sunrises and the %ﬁd
footprints left in the frost by the children, as they walk to school. @
Praise God for the support networks that work in our community. %r ol
Especially those offering support at Uniting Grovedale and
Norlane, supporting those who may be struggling with homelessness, domestic
violence, or unemployment.

Give praise and thanks for Men’s Shed, Repair café and the Collectables sales,
where opportunities are created to interact with, and involve our local community.
May God continue to bless new initiatives that open avenues to spread the good
news.

Thank you Lord, that we live in a country where we can openly give thanks for
those men and women who volunteer with organisations such as Marine Rescue,
Blaze Aid, Surf Life saving, Junior sport, at information centres and at charity
fundraising events.

Gracious God, we are thankful that you have given the Pastoral Connections team
of Valerie G, Barbara C, Shaghek Q, Judy C, Sue A, Pam S, and the congregation
networks, the opportunity to lovingly support one another.

rayer

General Prayers

Our prayers continue for Ukraine, Gaza, Sudan, Syria, Myanmar, Yemen, Lebanon,
Palestine, Congo, Iran and many more countries where war weary citizens struggle
to find comfort and peace.

Lord, empower peace makers to bring together people who will advocate for those
suffering food, shelter, and water crisis situations.

We focus our prayer on those countries struggling with changing climate conditions,
and who are forced to relocate because of rising tides, more frequent cyclones, and
natural disasters.

Special prayers for those in our congregation who are struggling with ill health, loss
of a friend or family member and those having to make difficult decisions for their
way ahead.

God of mercy, we pray for our Church Council, (Catherine, Megan, Des, Shaghek,
Roger, Geoff) that they will have wisdom and strength to continue to work towards
a positive outcome for the congregation. May they seek your guidance and direction
to continue moving forward.

Our prayers are for those in our congregation who reside in supported living. May
they know that we value them and continue to support them and their families
through prayer and visiting.

ALL PRAYER REQUESTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND PERMISSION MUST BE
RECEIVED BEFORE NAMES ARE SHARED DURING WORSHIP.

You are invited to join the PASTORAL CONNECTIONS TEAM on Sunday 12th
July at 11.30am to a

‘Bring to share' Brunch

Soup provided.

A-M please bring something savoury, N-Z please bring something
sweet.

RSVP to - your visitor or Pam by Wednesday 5th July.
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St. Luke’s Collectibles

Raising funds for Refugee Ministry

Welcome. Since 2005 St Luke’s continues Mission Outreach within our Refugee Ministry, but
times are changing, and while we strongly support newcomer families, Agencies seek our
assistance for homeless and domestic violence victims. These people are out of sight, hidden,
alone, and so short-changed for love and care. Our focus is foremost on people in need.

We hope that after reading this monthly news we hope you share the story, knowing that with
your prayerful support we can make a difference to all needy people: refugees, asylum seekers,
homelessness, family violence victims, and detainees.

During April we have supported:

e 5 Refugee families were assisted with material aid:

e 1 Afghan, 2 Karen, 1 Karenni, 1 Iraq family.

e 9 families were provided with material aid in conjunction with Agencies, finding social housing
for homeless people.

Testing and Tagging: not required this month.

Wednesday Drive through donations: Total 34 cars during April.

Letters of thanks to donors: 16 in April.

Drivers Roster: 12 cars travelled to Rose Aveue, Norlane, filled with Op Shop items.

Financial Result from the May’26 Sales weekend $10,525.00.
Monies raised from the Collectibles Sales are directed to support Refugees and others in need.

Silver Cleaning Ladies: Thank you to this faithful group of ladies who
arrive, fortnightly, to clean all donated tarnished silverware. A time
consuming job for the group, made enjoyable by simply knowing that their
good work helps in supporting people in need.

Grannies ‘kitchen’ bottom drawer: We often receive
contents from ‘that bottom drawer in the kitchen’. You
know the one - you have one in your kitchen! Full of
broken chopsticks, odd kitchen aids, like potato peeler,
apple peeler, egg rings, odd spoons, odd forks, wooden spoons, toothpicks,
plastic teaspoons. And there is more. So we give thanks to Nola McMillan,
Alison Ralph, Sue Beardwell, and Nola Kerbarec, who came and sorted and
tied sets of cutlery together and identified useful items to be passed on as
needed.

Collectibles Cleanup Hall and Foyer: Over many years we have
championed the sales of books, DVD’s, CD’s in the church hall, and
likewise in the foyer where gift items have been on sale - as well as
promoting Collectibles. Both the hall and foyer have proven to be
beneficial and significant fund raisers for us. Due to reduction in size of
our church property we have closed down all saleable items. We give
thanks for past supporters and maybe other
opportunities will present to enable important
fund raising.

June Collectibles Sales: Friday 19/6 (12 noon-4pm); Saturday 20/6
(9am till lunchtime).

You are invited. Bring friends. Help share our story.
During our sale weekends, we always like to see church members visit
our displays and meet many of our committed volunteers. Every
Wednesday, between 9.30 am and 11.30am, the Wednesday Team are
available to receive material aid donations.

Rae Anderson 0413 888 884 and Linda Salamy - Collectibles Co-ordinators
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ENVIRONMENT
Scenic Road Garden Refresh

A big thanks must go to Stewart Armitage of Armitage Tree Services for the
delivery of two big loads of mulch to help us with the refresh of the Scenic Road
garden.

A committed Christian and active member of his faith community Stewart kindly
donated the mulch to St. Luke’s and his generosity is much appreciated.

If you are in need of
any tree services -

lopping, pruning, i
removal, grubbing or £ Wl
otherwise reach out to ™

v ARMITAGE
Stewart for a quote . TREE SERVICES

and don't forget to
mention you're from
St. Luke’s Highton and
say thanks!

Armitage Tree
Services -

0438 348 704

DISABILITY AIDS LIBRARY

Setting up a library of Disability Aids came about
when my sister had cancer and ended up in a
wheelchair. It was then that I saw how expensive
Disability Aids were. Older people do not have access
to NDIS and, as an Occupational Therapist told me,
sometimes the wrong aid is sent out and cannot be WANTED

returned, so there are aids out there waiting for a |
home.. DISABILITY AIDS

Wetre seeking donations of unwanted disability aids to help establish a Disability

Aids Library in Geelong.

It will be run the same as a book library, SO N0 money | meiwayuiioperste menise s ook xay,siowing peogie toporew

equipment when they need it and retur it when they no longer do. This wil help
reduce costs for individuals and families and ensure valuable equipment can be

involved. I have a lot of support from various reused witinthe Communiy.
. . . . ITEMS NEEDED INCLUDE:
community groups which is great. Hoping to open at e eyt tholoms anbopore
. - nd bathroom aids to purchase, so your unwanted
the end June/beginning July. Kb s mdaptie et coul make areat aforonce
el

To donate or find out more, please text 0412
904 180 Thank you for helping mak tial more ible to our

community.

Claire Ziegler

WIDER NEWS
Community and Uniting Church Congregations Fight to Continue Grovedale
Emergency Relief Service

In March this year Uniting Victoria and Tasmania announced that they would be closing
their Grovedale Emergency Relief Service on 30th June 2026 and consolidating their
operations in Norlane. In a further announcement on 20th May 2026 Uniting advised
they would be partnering with Whittington Neighbourhood House on a Thursday to
provide Emergency Relief.

Uniting’s Grovedale service has been running since January 2015 when it moved from
Balliang Street in South Geelong. The service was initially established by the Geelong
West Methodist Congregation in 1969 and moved to South Geelong in the early 1990’s.
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Since its establishment this service has served the most vulnerable members of the
community in the central, southern and eastern suburbs of Geelong on the Bellarine
Peninsula and along the Surf Coast. The service has provided emergency food, clothing,
household goods, material aid, support with education expenses and no interest loans
to members of the community experiencing disadvantage. The service has been run by
a part time Emergency Relief Coordinator and over forty compassionate, committed,
experienced and well-trained volunteers.

The Grovedale Emergency Relief Service has supported over 1000 appointments
annually assisting over 2400 people facing hardship. Clients include families, children,
individuals, couples and the elderly. As well as supporting clients who have used the
service in the past the service is currently seeing forty new clients a month. The fate of
community members in the future has so concerned community groups and individuals
that a group of Grovedale Emergency Relief service stakeholders has been formed to
explore how an emergency relief service might continue to be provided. This group of
concerned stakeholders includes members of the Uniting Grovedale Volunteer Group,
Libby Coker member for Corangamite in the Federal Parliament and members of her
staff, local Uniting Church Congregations Grovedale, St Albans St Andrews at St Albans
Park, Torquay, Belmont, St Luke’s at Highton, Western Heights at Herne Hill and Wesley
at Geelong and members of the Community. The local Uniting Churches, their
congregations and communities will all be impacted by the closure of the Emergency
Relief Service at Grovedale.

The Grovedale Emergency Relief Service was originally scheduled for closure in
September. Since the initial advice of closure Libby Coker has negotiated with the
Federal Government Minister for the Department of Social Services Tanya Plibersek and
Social Service Department staff to access additional funding to allow the Emergency
Relief Service to continue operating until 30th June 2026.

The Stakeholder Group including Bill Mithen former Chief Executive Officer of Give
Where You Live Geelong is now mapping out a path forward after 1st July 2026. The
Grovedale Emergency Relief program will need volunteers with community services,
finance, governance, fundraising, and volunteering skills. The program will also need
donations and financial support to secure the future of Grovedale Emergency Relief and
to allow it to continue its much-needed work.

What we are hoping for from the congregations is a bridging fund to keep Grovedale
Emergency Relief in place until 31st December 2026. This will allow a smooth
transition from when Uniting withdraw. We anticipate this will cost $50,000. An
intimidating amount on our own but possible together. We are looking for pledges from
Geelong congregations that would be needed on 1st July 2026. This will allow us to
seek further funding from grants to set the service up in the new year. Please put this
to prayer for your Church Council discernment.

Also please contact our group if you are able to individually support Grovedale
Emergency Relief with any of the tasks detailed above. Our Group can be contacted by
emailing, info@stlukesuca.org.au

Rev Linley Liersch Des Younghusband
Presbytery of Port Phillip West Representative St Luke’s Uniting Church Highton Representative
Grovedale Emergency Relief Stakeholders Group Grovedale Emergency Relief Stakeholders Group
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SYNOD CONNECT
National prayer

WORSHIP

From Pentecost Sunday on May 24 to June 22, the \\\‘h,//,
49th anniversary of its formation, the Uniting Church 5:;\\\“ "éjé,
in Australia is embarking on a shared season of = =
national prayer: 30 Days | 30 Voices | One Church in
Prayer.

Over these thirty days, thirty voices from across the Unltmg N Prayer
Church will come together. Each day, a new voice will 24 May - 22 June 2026

lead us in praying as one body around a single,
unifying question: "What does it mean to be
woven together in Christ's love across cultures
and boundaries?”

If you would like the daily prayer delivered to your inbox, subscribe here for Uniting in
Prayer updates. Over these thirty days, thirty voices from across the Church will come
together. Each day, a new voice will lead us in praying as one body around a single,
unifying question: “"What does it mean to be woven together in Christ's love
across cultures and boundaries?”

If you would like the daily prayer delivered to your inbox, subscribe here for Uniting in
Prayer updates. Download the National Prayer Chain guide and list here.

St Luke's Highton have been asked to pray for the Mount Dromedary Parish
(Bermagui, Bodalla, Cobargo, Narooma) and the West Epping UC. Clare UC and
Burwood/Croydon UC have been asked to pray for us.
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