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UNDERSTANDING NAIDOC WEEK

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes
the one who sent me.” - Matt. 10:40

In our concluding June worship, we explored what it means to roll out the ‘welcome
mat’ according to Matthew’s gospel. Lately there has been a lot of discussion about
including the aboriginal Welcome to Country before major public events. It is believed
that Aboriginal settlement began in Australia more than 60,000 years ago. Many of
the estimated 750,000 plus inhabitants moved around regions following seasonal
food, while some remained in their area harvesting from their fish and eel traps, and
growing taro, banana or yam crops. They had a complex system of creative arts, law,
traditions, and language.! Those traditions include acknowledging the ancestors when
arriving at important locations, and welcoming one another to Country, assuring them
of safe passage. Each Country has clear boundaries, and crossing another group’s
Country requires a permission to enter, much like a visa, and when that permission is
granted, the hosting group welcomes the visitors.? This is the tradition that continues
and is now afforded to all Australians at the opening of important cultural events.

At the time of European settlement there were over 400 different nations across the
country. Local rock art, rock wells, and scar trees show that the Wadawurrung
(Wathaurong) people had thrived in the Geelong region gathering seafood, and
hunting kangaroos and emus. The first friendly encounter with the local aborigines
was made in February 1802, and the Union Jack was raised over the country in March
1802 by Lt. John Murray. Lt-Col. David Collins arrived to settle Sorrento in October

! Aboriginal Heritage Office, A Brief Aboriginal History, [online] www.aboriginalheritage.org
2 Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative, Cultural Services, [online] https://wathaourong.org.au
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1803, and shortly afterwards, the area we know as Geelong was explored where
about 200 aborigines were encountered and showed increased hostility, resulting in
one of them being shot dead. In 1813, Hume and Hovell encountered the
Wadawurrung people and learnt of some of the native place nhames. The story of
William Buckley’s residence among the local people indicates the welcome received by
the various Europeans whom the indigenous people encountered.?

From 1920, Aboriginal rights groups became more aware that the general Australian
population were ignorant of their protest of Australia Day (Invasion Day) celebrations.
This began a public attempt to have their experience of history of dispossession,
violence, and assimilation acknowledged. In Victoria, this has begun by the instigation
of a treaty. Today, there are efforts to revive indigenous language and traditions.

In 1985 the Uniting Church in Australia established the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander
Christian Congress, as a voice for justice and to provide a space for Aboriginal and
Islander Christians to live out faith in their own way.

We begin our July worship with acknowledgement of NAIDOC week (July 5 - 12).
NAIDOC stands for National Aboriginal and Islanders Day Observance.

The Synod of Victoria and Tasmania continues to discern the way forward through the
Faithful Futures project with five goals: Respecting Country; Coordinated Ministries;
Intercultural Leadership; All-age growth; and New communities of faith. Each
congregation is encouraged to be able to tell the story of the Country on which they
are located, through sharing stories and building relationships with local Traditional
Owners. We have a wonderful resource of the Booln Booln Cultural Centre on Torquay
Road. For centuries the Wadawurrung people have welcomed us to this country. So,
during NAIDOC week, I encourage you to follow Christ’'s example, to reach out and
respond to this hospitality by building relationships and learning more about
Wadawurrung culture.

Grace and peace

Lorraine Leitch

Supply ministry
Image: Acknowledgement of First Peoples in the UCA
https://ucaassembly.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/240

COUNCIL REPORT

As we settle into the colder winter months, we also settle into our newer Worship space
and enjoy the ministry of Lorraine. We have valued Lorraine’s dedicated ministry to us
on Sunday mornings and her one day of pastoral care, supporting the Pastoral
Connections Team. We are also thankful for the support of Rev Tevita Holani for his
ministry to the Mid-Week Service. We also are pleased that the monthly Arabic Service
continues in the newer space and we welcome their presence.

All things new take time to adjust to and to settle the glitches that inevitably may
occur. We await the Synod decision regarding our Capital Grant request so that we can
make more substantial changes.

The Church Council would like to sincerely thank all those who have assisted in the
smooth transition of the Worship space, making it a welcoming space for us as
congregational members and to those who use the space as our guest hirers. It has
been a big move. What a team of willing helpers we have! We also thank the
congregation for their support and encouragement in the change. We move forward in

3 Geelong Historical Society, The Hidden Layers of Geelong: A Colonial Past Meets Modern Challenges, [online]
www.geelonghistoricalsociety.org.au
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faith as we continue to grow as a committed and faithful group, ministering to all our
parishioners and the community around us.

We continue to await the instruction of Presbytery to be able to go to the next stage of
a Ministry replacement, which would be the establishment of a Joint Nominating
Committee (JNC). In the meantime we look beyond the next two months, to ensure
that we have a ministerial coverage of Sunday Worship and hopefully some pastoral
care time as well. As has been mentioned before, these are challenging times for the
whole Uniting Church in terms of available ministers, but continual efforts are being
made to secure placement for each Sunday for the remainder of the year.

Many hands, including some from those who we have helped in the past have
contributed to the beautification of the Scenic Road boundary garden, making it a more
visually appealing welcome to our site. Thank you to those who have raked, planted
and watered over the last weeks and months.

One more change which will take place in the hall over the next few months has been
the Council decision to trial a 3 month pilot Opportunity Shop, hoping to be ready to
open by the 1st of August.

Not only would the Op Shop be a means of generating an income but it would also
extend our outreach into the community, providing a safe space for people to shop at
less than retail prices. As with the Collectibles it would also provide for the possibilities
of providing support and information to vulnerable people in the community. We see
this as an excellent means of expanding our connections with the local community and
being seen as a living/loving community of faith with the added benefit of caring for our
environment by reducing landfill, reusing and repurposing items and clothing.

Please keep this project in your prayers and consider if you would be able to volunteer
some of your time to help staff the venture.

Catherine Mullen Megan Knott
Chairperson Secretary
JULY CALENDAR
Services
e Sunday 5/7, 1pm Syrian Orthodox Arabic Service
e Thurs 9/7, 1:30 Midweek Service, Rev Tevita Holani
e Sunday 12/7, 9:30 Pentecost 7, Ms Lorraine Leitch, Brunch at 11:30
e Sunday 19/7 9:30 Pentecost 8, inc Communion
e Sunday 26/7 9:30 Pentecost 9, Ms Lorraine Leitch
Meetings
e Friday 10/7, 24/7 Sewing Group
" Fril7/7, 18/7 Collectibles

Mon 27/7 Pastoral Connections

Wed 5/8 Coffee’n’Chat Brioche 1:30pm

Website: stlukesuca.org.au Email: info@stlukesuca.org.au Ph: 5244 2997 3
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PASTORAL CONNECTIONS

The precious ‘gift of giving’ is never far away

‘Freely you have received, freely give’ (Mt 10:8b)
Eighteen months ago, a lovely elderly lady called Lila, moved into our street in
Belmont, to be closer to her only son Danny, who lived in Highton.

Lila’s early story began in Northern Ireland on a small farm. Life evolved and she
eventually moved to Australia and after several moves settled near Geelong. After
marriage Lila and her husband moved onto a property at Mt Moriac. Then in January
2025 Danny decided to relocate his now widowed mum into Prospect Ave, Belmont
and that is where OUR story begins.

Lila was still settling in when Danny unexpectedly passed away. His devastated Mum
tried hard to find a way to honour Danny’s last wish, which was to give a sustainable
gift to the Geelong community.

It was been a difficult time for Lila, as she struggled with her grief. But being of Irish
stock, she dug her heels in and looked for the positives, eventually finding people who
understood her desire to honour Danny’s wishes, to create an ongoing outreach
program, in the form of a Street Side Medic van, designed to support the homeless in
and around the Geelong area.

Street Side Medics, began in Sydney and has a base in Melbourne. The vans provide
medical care for the homeless and vulnerable, working closely with other outreach
programs in these cities. Lila saw this as an opportunity to honour Danny’s wishes
and began her journey of investigating, then financing and outfitting a “Street Side
Medic’ van for Geelong. Below is a brief outline of what Street Side Medics offer.

WE PROVIDE | .

Everything you'd expect to We work closely with nearby services to

A not-for-profit mobile get at a GP clinic including: support the local community and
el s arvice strengthen existing networks of care.
- oy « Health examinations
providing free « Diagnosis and treatment Did you knaw Street Side Medics is
GP-led healthcare to « Health care plans powered by velunteers? Each dlinic is
people experiencing O AT @ powered by sround 30 local volunteers,
homelessness or I BESinAtions w sach contributing one shift a month to
gl « Pathology services deliver consitent for thei
vulnerability. « Referrals onsistent care for their own
¥ : community.
 Minor surgical procedures _ e

Anticipation turned to joy when, on May 20" the van, and the Channel 9’s Current
Affair Program, arrived in Prospect Avenue, to film and tell this special story of the
creation of a legacy of love. Following the airing of the Current Affair story, the Street
Side Medic Van held its first clinic on May 31 beside The Outpost in central Geelong.
The van is manned by a triage nurse and several volunteer doctors who give their
time one session each 6 months. Anticipation turned to disappointment for Lila when
she had a fall and broke her leg thus missing the opportunity to witness the initial
clinic.

However, this story of highs and lows ended on a
happy note when the Geelong Community Foundation
granted $50,000 in support of this new Geelong
community outreach.

The Geelong Community Foundation’s Mission is to
‘Identify, strengthen and support local community
organisations that deliver activities that create lasting change in our region, through
Philanthropy and the spirit of generosity of donors and the broader community.’
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The official launch of the Street Side Medic service for Geelong was held at GMHBA
stadium on June 22",

**  May the legacy of giving, live on in each of us as it does in Lila and many others
who continue to support much needed, wide ranging, relief and hope to those in
need within our local community.

Pam Seller Pastoral Connections Co-ordinator

PRAYER POINTS FOR JULY

Praise and Thanksgiving ¢
" Merciful God, it is with confidence we share your good news of %
. . . ord,
your forgiveness. Thank you for your unending mercy available to %F @ur

each of us through Your love.

We give thanks for Tevita who is leading our Midweek services,
for his encouraging words shared with passion and enthusiasm.
As we pause and reflect on winter days. The wind in the trees, the puddles
reflecting the clouds, the rain that comes and goes, and the fun of digging out the
winter clothes and going for a walk. May we be grateful for the changing seasons
and joy each of them bring.

Loving God, we thank you that you continue to walk beside us through our journey
of life, through the ups and downs, the joys and disappointments, the changes and
challenges, always knowing you have a plan that is much bigger and wiser than our
earthly vision.

Forgiving God we offer ourselves to you, because with compassion you lead us to
be yo XUKHSHY 1Q KLY WRXEGIG FRP P XQW DQG IQ\WH Z R 8 VH HDFK Rl XV \R\ RXUJ B

rayer

General Prayers

Lord, we continue to pray for those you have called us to care for. Grant us the
wisdom to be a blessing and share your love and care with the many people who
share our journey.

Gracious God we think of all the different families that make up our community of
faith, we remember the friends who are no longer with us and their families who
need to know You are close at this time.

Lord God, we pray for the safety of families who are living and/or travelling
overseas. May they find reassurance and safety as they travel. We pray with those
who have family members living or working in conflict zones, especially for aid
workers who risk their lives to help others.

Loving father, we continue to pray for those we know whose joys and/or concerns
we are led to bring before you, may we be a source of comfort through your gift of
love for all.

Lord, we pray for the leaders of the world that they will work together to bring
lasting justice, peace and respect during times of crisis. Our thoughts are for the
wellbeing and safety of people living as refugees in their own countries.

ALL PRAYER REQUESTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND PERMISSION MUST BE
RECEIVED BEFORE NAMES ARE SHARED DURING WORSHIP.
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St. Luke’s Collectibles

Raising funds for Refugee Ministry

Collectibles ..... the story:
St Luke’s Chapel has been a retail outlet for 6 years, selling donated ‘treasures’ to raise
money to support Refugees, Asylum Seekers, and others in need.
We are open, i.e. usually the 3™ Friday afternoon, and Saturday morning each month. You
are invited to come, enjoy, be prepared to be reminded of your own family treasures, and
tell your own stories.
July Collectibles Sales Opening: Friday 17"July from 12 noon until 4pm.
Saturday 18™. July from 9am till lunchtime.
You are invited. Bring friends. Help share our story.

Would you like to become a Collectibles ‘supporter’?

This is for you, if you would like to enjoy reading stories as they happen throughout the
month. Give Rae a call (0413 888 884) to register, with a promise that Collectibles will keep
you updated on news about St Luke’s Community Ministry.

Durlng May we supported:
6 Refugee families were assisted with material aid:
" 1 Afghan, 3 Syrian, 2 Iraq families.
" 5 packages of household items and furniture to social housing recipients.
45 items were tested and tagged.
Wednesday Drive through donations: Total 38 cars during May.
" 23 Letters of thanks to donors.
Drivers Roster: 10 cars travelled to Rose Avenue, Norlane filled with Op Shop items.
Financial Result from the June’26 Sales weekend $9,932.00. Monies raised from the
Collectibles Sales are directed to support Refugees and others in need.

A Moment's Silence: While we support and care for Andrew who is one of our awesome
volunteers. Andrew’s Dad passed away. On the day of his funeral, we closed the
Wednesday drive through donation day as a mark of respect. Andrew’s Dad (Michael
Higgins) was a valuable member of our Men’s Shed.

Will you remember: Every Wednesday, between 9.30 am 11.30am, the Wednesday Team
is available to receive material aid donations. Simply drive between the Chapel and Men’s
Shed to off load. Spread the word.

The Collectibles Chapel story continues.
We give thanks for those who connect with us, donating material aid to support people in
need. St Luke’s Uniting Church, 174 Barrabool Road, Highton 3216. Enter carpark off Scenic
Road.
Rae Anderson 0413 888 884 & Linda Salamy - Collectibles Co-ordinators

Website: stlukesuca.org.au Email: info@stlukesuca.org.au Ph: 5244 2997 6
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ST LUKE’S OPPORTUNITY SHOP

During the service of worship last Sunday (June 21, 2026), St Luke’s Church Council
announced that to generate necessary finances, an Opportunity Shop would be opened
and operated within the church building. Approval was given for a 3 month *pilot” Op
Shop to commence in early August. A percentage of earnings will be distributed
annually to provide community emergency relief.

This decision fits perfectly within the churches’ mission, adding harmoniously to already
established community outreach programmes, such as: Refugee Ministry, Men’s Shed,
Repair Café, Collectibles, Days for Girls, Choir Groups, and the St Luke’s Pre School.

Our Vision: St Luke’s sanctuary will be our ‘corner stone’ — a faith focus, as we
continue to develop a church providing support for the wider community.

Support Needed: St Luke’s is calling for EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST from men and
women who could offer assistance up to 4 hours a week/fortnightly/monthly to help
support this initiative.

Kindly email Des on treasurer@stlukesuca.org.au for further information.

St Luke’s Church Council: I commend Church Council members for their ongoing and
tireless work as they proceed positively towards examining ways to ensure that St
Luke’s is financially viable to proceed towards the placement of an ordained full time
Minister of the Word.

Rae Anderson
23 June 2026

ENVIRONMENT GROUP FROM 2016 TO 2026

My first task when I took over the reins of the Environment Group was to hop on a train
to Melbourne with Jean Daw for the Climate March in November 2015.

Our first bible study was the Spirituality of the Soil which gave us a greater respect for
God’s Creation.

Of course we did Clean Up Australia Day, competently run by Ian Lawrence (always).

We joined a workshop run by Port Phillip Eco Centre. We measured sand for erosion,
surveyed the number of molluscs and surveyed the litter and where it was coming
from.

World Environment Day brought 50 - 60 people to see the beautiful film “Melbourne
Down Under” and a p/p presentation on the Great Barrier Reef. Several ethical and
sustainable growers shared their produce to taste and buy as well as native plants for
our gardens.

National Tree Day saw us planting indigenous trees and shrubs at Grovedale Uniting
along the Eastern and Southern boundaries and in front of Uniting Care.

We assisted in the Seasons of Creation service

A vegetable garden was also set up at Grovedale UC to supply the Food Bank there
with fresh produce.

That was just my first year !!!

Over the years we have continued with “Clean Up Aust” thanks to Ian.
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We set up the “Recycling Bay” in the foyer which involves regular clearing of items and
distribution of same to appropriate recycling venues. We have also published a
recycling guide on the Presbytery website. It is updated to include businesses.

Several times we have planted trees for “Koala Clancy” to ensure the koalas have a
home and to reduce emissions.

A “No Waste Expo” was held with 15 community groups bumped in to show us various
ways we can cut back on our rubbish and plastic output. Films were also shown on the
impact of our rubbish on other people, the oceans and the wildlife.

We participated in getting the 10.20 kw solar panel system installed which has
decreased our greenhouse emissions and saved considerable amounts on our electricity
bills.

We received two "5 Leaf Eco Awards” for our work as the Environment Group in the
church.

Participation in the Seasons of Creation Services continued, involving the children when
they were present.

During the drought we held a Farmers BBQ to raise money which was sent to the
farmers via Frontier Services.

A Democracy BBQ was held and with the Cake Stall we raised $2.5 thousand for the
flood victims.

Also we grew seedlings of herbs, vegetables and flowers for the victims of the 2019/20
bushfires to help restart their gardens. These were delivered to Bairnsdale where they
were accepted gratefully.

Repair Cafe has run 7-8 times per year every year, resulting in saving over an
estimated 9,000 kgs from landfill. The Cafe has also been a safe place for people on
their own to come in, have a cuppa and a chat. We even had a knitting group running
for a while. It has been a tremendous outreach for the church.

Two independent filmmakers made a documentary of our Repair Cafe and other
community groups - we're famous!!

Repair Cafe also set up a stall at Geelong Sustainability “Circular Living Challenge” at
the showgrounds.

A presentation to Ian Allen and Doug Jackson was made for their several years of
ongoing work with the Repair Cafe. They were much appreciated and valued!!

I have personally presented a power point and film on the Repair Cafe to East Geelong
Rotary and Waurn Ponds Probus.

We have continued to support the schools’ Community Volunteer Program through
Repair Cafe.

St Luke’s Environment Group has teamed up with the groups at Belmont, Wesley and
Western Heights and continue working together on various events.

So that’s all folks. Time for someone else to take the reins. I will continue my work with
the Repair Cafe. I also am setting up a Disability Aids Library — see last month’s
newsletter. I also work with a group at the Bushtucker Garden at Booln Booln which has
been very educational. I will also continue my work with Real Deal Geelong on housing,
especially for the homeless.

Thank you for reading
Claire Ziegler
Environment Group Co-ordinator
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ENAIDOC
WEEK Il
SOYEARS
DEADLY

5-12 JULY 2026

As a Covenanting Church we start the month recognising NAIDOC Week.

NAIDOC Week is a soul-deep celebration for Mob - a time to feast on the joy and
pride of culture, connect with community, and honour the strength of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people. Even in years marked by hardship and
upheaval, NAIDOC Week remains a powerful reminder of survival, resilience, and
the ongoing achievements of First Nations Peoples.

MAIDOC Week began as a movement for justice, growing out of the 1938 Day of
Mourning when Aboriginal leaders, including William Cooper, gathered to
protest injustice and call for the rights and recognition of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples. Today, it remains a time of celebration, remembrance,
advocacy, and action.

This year's NAIDOC Week theme is 50 Years of Deadly. In Aboriginal
communities, deadly is a term of high praise. It describes something or someone
as excellent, inspiring, strong, and worthy of celebration. More than a
compliment, it is a language of resilience and pride that honours the gifts,
leadership, and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

So when we celebrate 50 Years of Deadly, we honour the Elders, advocates,
artists, leaders, and communities who have carried this movement forward, and
we recognise the many ways Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
continue to stand strong despite ongoing racism, injustice, violence, and the
silencing of their voices.

As Christians, this theme echoes the invitation of Philippians 4:8:

"Whatever is true, whatever is nohle, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever
is lovely, whatever is admirable - if anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think
about such things."

In other words, think about what is deadly.

5HDGDWLRQGDWH'2&: HHRIHOHEUDWBWYVYV
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From National Update, 30 Jun 2026

INTERCULTURAL NEIGHBOURING SUNDAY

On Sunday 19 July, Uniting
Church communities across
Australia will celebrate
Intercultural Neighbouring
Sunday, a special
opportunity to give thanks
for the rich cultural
diversity that shapes our
life together and to deepen
relationships across
cultures in our churches
and neighbourhoods.

B O

Intercultural
Neighbouring
Sunday

Coming 19 July 2026

Now in its fourth year,
Intercultural Neighbouring
Sunday continues our
journey towards becoming a truly multicultural, cross-cultural and intercultural Church.
This year's theme, "Belonging: One Body, Many Members”, invites every congregation
to reflect on what it means to ensure everyone can truly belong.

“The Church is at its best when people from different cultures, languages and traditions
realise that, in Christ, we belong to one another as the Body of Christ,” says Uniting
Church President Rev Charissa Suli.

“Paul reminds us that ‘we are one body with many members’. Our diversity is not a
problem to overcome; it is a gift through which the Holy Spirit continues to shape,
challenge and renew us.”

“As we continue learning from one another we discover more fully who God is calling us
to be.”

A worship resource to help congregations mark Intercultural Neighbouring Sunday will
be released soon. Sign up to receive the resources in your inbox as soon as they
become available.

UNITING CHURCH JOINS IN CELEBRATING THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY

OF CHRISTIANITY IN TONGA

Representatives of the Uniting Church joined Tongans in celebrating 200 years of
Christianity in Tonga at a national thanksgiving service hosted by the Free Wesleyan
Church of Tonga in Nuku’alofa. Bringing together the Royal Family, church and
government leaders, and
thousands of worshippers, the

service gave thanks for God’s +
faithfulness over two centuries ;
and looked ahead with hope.

Led by President Rev Charissa
Suli, the Uniting Church
delegation reflected the deep
and enduring partnership
between the Uniting Church
and the Free Wesleyan Church
of Tonga.
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