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MINISTRY OF CHRIST

Over the past month we have been following the Genesis story of Abraham’s family,
and the choices that they made; while the Gospel readings have recounted Jesus
calling some unlikely people for him to instruct. This month we begin to explore the
effort required in being a follower of Christ.

It is common for congregations to feel that they cannot function without a minister in
placement. While a minister does provide spiritual leadership, it is important to
remember that Christianity began as a lay movement. I recently read an article that
reminded me that Jesus originally had no intention of setting up a new movement, only
to aid the existing church to get back on track and support all the population, especially
those who were marginalised and oppressed. Jesus was a radical member of the
Jewish faith, challenging the hierarchy, and calling fishermen and other common people
to leave their boats and nets to become fishers of men. He dared to believe that
ordinary people had the right qualities to become extraordinary servants for God.

Jesus built his Church upon ordinary believers like Peter, even although Peter’s
emotional outbursts sometimes got him into trouble. The above photo is of the second
century Roman amphitheatre at Alexandria, Egypt. You will note the cross carved on
the large block in the forefront. Had the disciple Mark and others like him not
responded to Christ’s call, members of the Roman population and the wider world
would not have had their lives improved and changed.

From among the common people he met, Jesus called disciples who in turn would
challenge others to become followers. In modern times the people in our pews
represent a sleeping giant waiting to be aroused and given opportunities to tell their
stories of faith. Jesus worked ‘outside the box’ so believing that ministry falls into neat
boxes of roles for ordained and laity, can result in a hesitancy and reluctance on the
part of laity to believe they are called to become authentic ministers of the Lord.



God constantly challenges us to stretch and step out of our comfort zone. Being
continually tested by God is what life is all about. It is the way we progress along our
spiritual journey — something I personally have experienced. It is important to
remember, that when our Lord walked across the water, it was to uphold and inspire a
common fisherman, and not to support some prominent church leader. As our lives
constantly change, it is important to prayerfully ask God how you can use your gifts in
Christian service. Each one of us has been given gifts, sometimes not even uncovered
by ourselves. I once believed that I did not have gifts, however over time, God has
progressively asked me to step out of my comfort zone, and unknown abilities have
been exposed and used. As I prepare to complete my 3-month supply ministry at St.
Luke’s at the end of August, I pray that God will continue to guide you in your ministry
to each other, and the community around Geelong.

Grace and Peace,
Lorraine Leitch

COUNCIL REPORT

Ministry: Lorraine Leitch

August is the final month of Lorraine’s Three-Month Supply Ministry, with August 30",
Lorraine’s final day of her ministry to us. We will have a special morning tea to thank
her for her ministry to us -Sunday Worship and support of the Pastoral Connections
team and her willingness to conduct funerals at St Luke’s if requested. Lorraine’s last
Sunday as preacher is also the Sunday that Presbytery acknowledges the dedication of
Lay Preachers in the Uniting Church and we will use some of their resources to also
acknowledge this and Lorraine’s contribution as a Lay Preacher in the Uniting Church,
and to us in particular. The time and preparation devoted to worship and ministry has
been evident in Lorraine’s preaching, especially acknowledging and encouraging us in
this time of change. We are very thankful for Lorraine’s Ministry to us over this time,
and to Bob, who has supported Lorraine and us, by attending every service.

Thank you and God'’s blessing to you both for your faithful service.

Future Ministry

We continue to await the instruction from Presbytery to be able to go to the next stage
of a Ministry replacement which would be the establishment of a Joint Nominating
Committee (JNC). As this will take a lengthy time, we have to be prepared for this and
we may also wait even longer with the shortage of Ministers actually available.

As part of our agreement as a congregation, the Council is endeavouring to organise a
Minister to conduct Worship Services at St Luke’s each Sunday. It has been challenging
to find Ministers for the remainder of the year, with so few Ministers available. The
Council is pleased that we have managed to secure ministerial coverage up to
Christmas- mostly Ministers and a few Lay Preachers.

Rev David Withers, from Werribee, has agreed to provide three month’s supply from
September to the end of November for the middle two Sundays of these months. He
will also provide pastoral support for the Pastoral Connections team for one day per
week and be available for funerals as well. For the other Sundays of the year there is
Ministerial / Lay Preaching coverage, ensuring Ministers for Communion. A calendar of
Ministerial coverage for the remaining months of the year will be posted soon.
Christmas Day and beyond is yet to be organised. At this time, Belmont has kindly
welcomed us to attend Christmas Day with them.

Please pray for those Ministers/ Lay Preachers who are supporting our Sunday services.

Music in Worship over two Sundays in July was challenging in July with Jenny, Alison
and support of Roger, being away. It makes us more appreciative of the contribution to
Worship that they provide on such a regular basis.

Uniting/ Kindergarten
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There has been no communication from Synod, Presbytery or Uniting regarding our
earlier decision, but when we have any information it will be relayed promptly. We are
certainly anxious for information to make planning easier.

Flexible Multi Use Worship Space

A special lunch supported by the Pastoral Connections team enabled us to see how we
can use the space differently. A big thanks to the team who managed to use the space
well for the first time. It can be quite surprising what this space can accommodate. The
Geelong Welsh Ladies Choir, Geelong Chorale, Days for Girls and the Sewing Group
have effectively used the space over the last month, also using the cupboards for their
supplies until we can secure the Capital Grant from Synod.

There are still changes that we are keen to make to ensure the lighting, sound and
space are more functional, but we are managing well at present. As we await
confirmation regarding us receiving the Synod Capital Grant, we will make some
smaller but important functional changes in the coming months. Additional power
points have been installed to accommodate everyone’s requirements. We are still
working on smaller adjustments to improve the sound and lighting and moving the
organ to a more inclusive position in the Worship Space. Check each week to see if you
can see/hear the differences! Financially we are travelling well to be able to do what is
required to make the space better.

Thank you: to all, but especially Claire Zeigler

A special thank you from the Council to all members of the congregation who share
their time and talents to contribute to the work of St Luke’s pastorally, missionally and
personally. This month a special thank you to Claire Zeigler who has just resigned
from her position as the convenor of the Environment Group after 10 years in the
position. Claire’s contribution to this group has been extensive: Five Leaf Eco Awards,
setting up our solar panels and the Repair Cafe, regular Clean up Australia and Tree
planting days, Seasons of Creation services here and combining with neighbouring
Churches, setting up the Recycling Bay, No Waste Expo and more... wow what a
contribution. Thank you for all your efforts Claire. We know that your energy and
commitment to the environment remains, but we thank you for your contribution to St
Luke’s. We are pleased that you will continue in the Repair Café.

There is a separate report on the pilot Op Shop.

Let us continue to walk together in hope, trusting in God’s faithfulness and respond to
the Spirit’s leading.

Catherine Mullen Megan Knott
Chairperson Secretary

AUGUST CALENDAR

Services

e Sunday 2/8, 1pm Syrian Orthodox Arabic Service

e Sunday 9/8, 9:30 Pentecost 11, Ms Lorraine Leitch

e Thurs 13/8, 1:30 Midweek Service, Rev Tevita Holani
e Sunday 16/8, 9:30 Pentecost 12 inc Communion, Rev Isabel Greenall
e Sunday 23/8 9:30 Pentecost 13, Ms Lorraine Leitch

e Sunday 30/8 9:30 Pentecost 14, Ms Lorraine Leitch
Meetings

e Friday 7 & 21/8 Sewing Group

o Fri 21 &22/8 Collectibles

e Mon 24/8 Pastoral Connections

o Wed 2/9 Coffee’n’Chat Brioche 1:30pm
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ST LUKE’S STREAMING DESK

Every Sunday as we walk into
church looking for a comfortable
seat, we walk straight past St
Luke’'s Streaming Desk.
Usually, Ian Lawrence is seated
in front of a concave set of
three computer screens
preparing for Sunday’s service
of worship to commence.

During the commencement of
COVID, when it was not possible
to worship in person, St Luke’s
wisely decided to update the
web content provided by St
Luke’s to include on-line video
streaming, which proved to be
an excellent medium to support
our faith journey.

The steaming operator manages the technical aspects of St Luke’s on-line video
streaming, including program creation, camera operation and video switching. The
accompanying audio content is managed by the sound desk operator, who now also
controls the PowerPoint displays. People can then view our church services from their
own home, either live, or at a later time, feeling warmly welcomed on our shared
Christian journey.

The streamed recording stays on-line, and many viewers watch the service throughout
the weeks ahead. The streaming service automatically records the number of users
viewing the content. You will be interested to know of the following approximate stats:
A month of Sunday viewers (20); A month of weekday viewers (100); A month of
Arabic Service viewers (120/150); The monthly mid-week Thursday service is not
recorded or streamed, mainly due to the shortage of available streaming operators.
Can we vision more opportunities to reach out into our community by using on-line

streaming?

We give thanks for our Streaming Desk. We cannot underestimate the value, the
needs, and the blessings people receive as they faithfully seek God’s message on a
daily basis. We are reminded of a verse in the Bible:

“"For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.” (Mt 20:18)

Rae Anderson

PASTORAL CONNECTIONS
On Sunday 12" July, 60 friends gathered following worship to [Fasrorar conmecrons
share food and fellowship in the worship/community space. INVITATION

The Pastoral Connections Mid-Winter Brunch, was a
wonderful celebration of community life at St. Luke’s, bringing

"

together representatives of each of our small groups. Once =)
. . Fellowship
settled, Lorraine opened our shared meal by saying grace. Brunch
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A choice of soups was offered, all of which had been
provided by members of the congregation. Soup was
followed by tables laden with hot and cold savoury
choices, followed by cakes and slices enjoyed with tea
and coffee.

Events such as this are always a team effort, and
Pastoral Connections would like to thank everyone who
contributed food, helped set up, helped clean up or
simply came along. The cleanup team always provide a powerful contribution. It is
the ‘after everyone has gone’ jobs that take the time and are often not
acknowledged, however we say a special thank you to each of you.

Events such as this continue to shape St. Luke’s as the caring and connected church
family that we aspire to be.

Tribute To Our Forebears

In 1868, construction commenced on a gothic style chapel on the corner of Scenic
and Barrabool Roads using Ceres sandstone, quarried from the McCann property and
transported free of charge by local farmers. This Chapel served as Highton Methodist
worship centre until the 1970’s, when the congregation grew rapidly, due to a
building boom in and around the Highton/Wandana Heights area. Around this time
the Highton Methodist Church and Highton Presbyterian Church in Barrabool Road
combined services. The present church was constructed in 1983 and changed it’s
name to St. Luke’s Uniting Church. The Chapel is now the home of the St. Luke’s
Collectables and Refugee support network.

The old Sunday school hall (now the Men’s Shed meeting room) was completed in
July 1926 and was opened with a flourish, with over 300 people attending, and ‘tea’
being served under a large marquee.

However, disaster was about to strike just days later, when a tornado swept across

' the area partly destroying the Chapel,
(plus many homes and St. John’s

i Anglican church on the corner of South

{ Valley and Barrabool Roads). Fortunately
the Sunday School Hall remained
undamaged. Amazingly the destroyed

| Chapel had sheltered it.

Robert Lane, a dedicated church

& patriarch and long-term elder, passed

® away peacefully in August 1926 just a
month after the tornado. The Highton

Methodist church leaders at the time met and decided to dedicate the Sunday School

Hall to his memory. From that day forward we have celebrated the gift of The Lane

Memorial Hall, which has hosted many and varied groups, such as tennis teams,

theatre rehearsal area, Collectable displays, and meeting rooms.

With great sacrifice in 1926 the church members helped rebuild homes in the
community, supported St. John’s by offering the use of the Lane Memorial for
worship, all the while raising money to restore their own Highton Methodist Chapel.
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Their faith, courage and determination would become the foundation of our present
day church and still today St Luke’s continues to cooperate with various agencies to
support the homeless and refugees, as they rebuild their lives.

Loving God, we give thanks for the faith, courage, and endurance of those who came
before us — the men and women whose hands built our chapel, whose generosity
sustained our community, and whose steadfast spirit carried them through hardship
and loss. As they rebuilt homes, restored worship spaces, and supported neighbours
in times of need, they laid foundations of compassion and resilience that St Luke’s
still upholds today. Bless our church family, that we may continue to offer support,
grace, and our faith with joy, a warm welcome and a firm handshake. Amen.

Pam Seller, Pastoral Connections Co-ordinator

PRAYER POINTS FOR AUGUST

e Lord, we bring our prayers to you as your people of faith, trusting @
that you are in control and that you hear our prayers and Sf
understand our needs. ord,

e We pray for our world, and for people who are impacted by war, jﬁé’” (Qur
poverty, dislocation, and those seeking the support of refugee Payer
agencies across many fields of service.

e Our prayers also go to the medics and food aid workers who go into conflict
zones to provide life’s basic needs, in particular to children who find themselves
alone.

e We focus our thoughts and prayers on the issues of our struggling flora and
fauna. The trees that suffer, after water is diverted from our rivers, for animal
habitats that are destroyed in bush fires, and the soil that is lost during
droughts. Enlighten research agencies as they work to find answer to these
concerns.

e Lord, we ask your blessing on the homeless, refugees and domestic violence
victims, who come forward seeking support. May the many community
organisations providing the help, be adequately funded and supported by our
local, state and national Governments.

e We pray for our church leaders, for wisdom to know what your will for our future
may be, and the endurance to continue their good work. May each of us find in
our hearts the love and grace to encourage and support them.

e Lord, lead us to those who are sick, in care, grieving, sad or lacking hope. Give
our church groups the wisdom to know and respond to the needs that present
before us as we interact with families who grieve, church members who find they
have to move into assisted living or the lonely in the community.

e Loving God, we bring before you our church community. May we be united in
faith and fellowship, sharing our resources and faith as we reach out to the
surrounding community.

e Finally, we pray for ourselves, and the needs that we may have but have put
aside as we care for others. Open our eyes, hearts, and minds as we endeavour
to carry on the strength and traditions of our forebears and help us to find ways
to honour their hopes and dreams by being an active, welcoming church.

ALL PRAYER REQUESTS ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND PERMISSION MUST BE

RECEIVED BEFORE NAMES ARE SHARED DURING WORSHIP.
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St. Luke’s Collectibles

Raising funds for Refugee Ministry

Collectibles ‘the story’: Most people know that Collectibles works towards supporting
St Luke’s Mission Outreach - Refugee Ministry, and our wider Community:

Part 1. Supporting Refugees and Asylum Seekers, Homeless, and domestic violence
victims — with material aid (of which we support Social Housing recipients).

Part 2. Collectibles raising funds to support Part 1, by receiving donations to stock the
refugee room and Chapel, and St Luke’s new initiative, being ‘Second Blessings’ Op
Shop.

Would you like to become a Collectibles ‘supporter’?

This is for you, if you would like to enjoy reading stories as they happen throughout the
month. Give Rae a call (0413 888 884) to register, with a promise that Collectibles will
keep you updated on news about St Luke’s Mission Outreach Community Ministry.

A Story worth telling: The July sale featured our annual
‘fabric’ sale, dress making patterns and materials,
patchwork, knitting wool and patterns, haberdashery,
buttons, zippers, cottons and threads, and sewing
machines. Our volunteers worked tirelessly on the
preparation over a few weeks, and were rewarded with
many keen shoppers, buying supplies to use through the
winter hibernation and beyond.

New Volunteer: We welcome Emma to our sales team.
Emma has had loads of experience in the art world. No
doubt she will be busy sorting, displaying, and pricing in readiness for our next sale.

August Collectibles Sales Opening: Friday 21 August from 12 noon until 4pm.
Saturday 22" August from 9am till lunchtime.

You are invited. Bring friends. Help share our story. You are invited to come, enjoy,
be prepared to be reminded of your own family treasures, and tell your own stories.

During June we supported:

e 8 Refugee families were assisted with material aid:

e 3 Afghan, 3 Syrian, 2 Iraq families.

e 5 packages of household items and furniture to social
housing recipients.

e 45 items were tested and tagged.

e Wednesday Drive through donations: Total 26 cars
during June.

e 23 Letters of thanks to new donors.

e Drivers Roster: 10 cars travelled to Rose Aveue,
Norlane, filled with Op Shop items.

e Financial Result from the July’26 Sales weekend $8,500.00. Monies raised from
the Collectibles Sales are directed to support Refugees and others in need.

Will you remember: Every Wednesday, between 9.30 am 11.30am, the Wednesday
Team are available to receive material aid donations. Simply drive between the Chapel
and Men’s Shed to off load. Spread the word. We give thanks for those who connect
with us, donating material aid to support people in need. St Luke’s Uniting Church, 174
Barrabool Road, Highton 3216. Enter carpark off Scenic Road.

Rae Anderson 0413 888 884 & Linda Salamy - Collectibles Co-ordinators
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Second Blessings Op Shop Set to Open in August

With great anticipation preparations are underway for the August opening of Second
Blessings — St. Luke’s Opportunity Shop, designed to serve Geelong with warmth,
dignity and practical support.

Located on the St. Luke’s property at 174
Barrabool Road, Highton the shop will be

open six days a week Monday to Saturday S d
9am - 5pm. The shop’s guiding philosophy econ

centres on three principles: le S Slngs

0 Rejoice - Together in faith, generosity

and hope REUSE RENEW * REJO|CE
o Renew - Caring for creation and our B RE s Oproutlit e b Shied
community
0 Reuse - giving quality items a second
life

Second Blessings will operate as an extension of St Luke’s long-standing ministries,
offering a safe, welcoming space for everyone who walks through its doors —
shoppers seeking a bargain, donors giving generously, volunteers offering their time,
or locals simply curious to explore. The op shop aims to foster conversation, friendship
and connection alongside affordable, quality preloved clothing and goods.

Funds raised through Second Blessings will support St Luke’s programs as well as
Emergency Relief services in Grovedale and Norlane. The op shop will also maintain
close ties with the Norlane Community Centre’s Treasures Op Shop and contribute to
local initiatives including Lazarus House, The Outpost, Share the Dignity and Our
Village.

Second Blessings is already working closely with the Collectibles Team to receive and
sort donations. If you would like to support Second Blessings through donations or by
volunteering with customer service, sorting, displays or logistics please feel free to
contact Des Younghusband - 0417 354 515.

Second Blessings — More than an Op Shop. It’s faith and kindness in action.

Linda Salamy

SYNOD CONNECT

RESOURCES The Assembly’s Liturgical Renewal Project has launched a new
Substack to share reflections, updates and resources as it
explores how our worship can become more faithful, life-giving and
deeply centred on God.

)
U r\‘l l -I-llir\d G | r‘.l
WORSHIP
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