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SUPPORTING GOD’S CREATION

Throughout September many
Uniting Church in Australia
congregations celebrate the
‘Seasons of Creation’.

Each morning, I wake to the
pre-dawn bird song of New
Holland Honeyeaters. It is
something that I would be
horrified to lose due to bird flu.
This week I woke to the news
of fatal floods in Nepal and
landslides in Tibet. Around the
world there are ongoing earth
tremors, high temperatures in
Europe contributing to bush fires, and uneven financial distribution. In the 2015
Paris Climate Agreement 196 parties agreed to keep the global surface temperature
increase below 2°C, with 1.5°C increase preferable by 2030 to avoid significant
climate change. We are currently approaching 1.5° increase, with concerns that this
will go further. As the ocean absorbs carbon dioxide, it is warming also.

The media tends to focus on negative events, so it is easy to develop a sense of
hopelessness. However, there is reason to remain hopeful. Daily there are signs of
God’s activity in our midst. The above photo is a symbol of hopefulness as it was
taken at our daughter’s home during bushfire recovery.

Over the past three months that I have spent at St. Luke’s, the importance of sharing
our faith with one another and thus strengthening faith in challenging times has been
reaffirmed. Last week we were reminded that Christianity based on Christ’s
examples, and ‘Peter the Rock’ spreading the message, began as a
counter-revolutionary movement speaking out against non-loving actions.

I remind you of the four questions I posed during worship:
[0 Who has cut and formed and shaped you?
[0 Did you have a moment that shaped you when you came to Christ?
[0 What is the rock upon which you are grounded / base your life on?
[l How does the way we live reflect the properties of the God who created us?

While God continues to journey beside us, human action is required to help implement
God’s plans. My observations suggest that our society is unknowingly crying out again
for a caring movement that could bring about a balance to our lives. Is it time for us
to stand up and lead the way? Afterall, discipleship involves stepping beyond our
comfort zone.



As a congregation you already have some recycling activities in place. While little
actions may not seem important, each individual movement helps to balance a
see-saw that is lopsided. So, by standing up for God’s creation in the face of gloomy
forecasts, we are demonstrating the strength of faith going right back to Christ’s time
- something others may even be curious about.

Grace and Peace,
Lorraine Leitch

COUNCIL REPORT
Ministry

Last week we celebrated the completion of Lorraine Leitch’s Supply Ministry with us
with thanksgiving. The Council is pleased that we have managed to secure ministerial
coverage up to Christmas- mostly Ministers and a few Lay Preachers.

Rev David Withers, from Werribee, will commence three Month’s Supply from
September to the end of November for the middle two Sundays of these months. He
will also provide pastoral support for the Pastoral Connections team for one day per
week and be available for funerals as well. For the other Sundays of the year there is
Ministerial / Lay Preaching coverage. The changes of Ministers will present us with a
great opportunity for us to be led in different ways. We are very appreciative of all
Ministers and Lay Preachers who have agreed to assist us leading up to the end of the
year. We are so appreciative of all who will share their Ministry with us. Over this time,
you are encouraged to wear your nametag!

The calendar of visiting Ministers can be seen on the noticeboard on the entrance to the
Worship space, but will be advertised in the Monthly Update.

As we move into the Season of Creation we will pick up on the topic of Living Water,
based on Ezekial 4:9 and 12, throughout the month of September.

Uniting/ Kindergarten

We received notice from Synod that the internal process of ratifying the Land Grant has
progressed. We await news from Synod that Uniting has secured their government
grant funding to proceed further. Uniting have until December 14th to secure this
funding under the Synod agreement.

Blessings Op Shop

The pilot Op Shop has commenced with fanfare and success. It has been interesting to
sit in the Office and look at those who come in, not just to look at the wares in the
shop, but to leave slowly, look at the displays and literature and also to look, often, into
the Worship space. It makes me wonder if, in actuality, this might be the first time they
have ever been inside a Church! The contact has prompted comments or questions

like: What are the candles for? I would prefer to buy from a Shop where I know that it
will go to a good cause. What an opportunity to share our faith and make the space
welcoming in a non-threatening way.

Let us continue to walk together in faith and hope, trusting in God’s faithfulness and
respond to the Spirit’s leading.

Catherine Mullen Megan Knott
Chairperson Secretary
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Living Water

Season of Creation 2026

IMMERSION IN LIVING WATER
Ezekiel 47:9, 12

The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship with God’s creation.

Christians around the world will mark the Season of Creation from 1 September to 4
October, joining in prayer, reflection and action as they celebrate God'’s gift of creation and
renew their commitment to care for our common home. The Uniting Church encourages us
to contribute to the Season of Creation in our Worship.

The 2026 Season of Creation is centred on the theme ‘Living Water’, inspired by Ezekiel
47:9 and 12. In this beautiful vision, water flows from God’s sanctuary, bringing healing,
restoration and new life wherever it goes. Emerging from a context of exile and loss, the
passage offers hope that God’s renewing presence can restore damaged ecosystems,
strengthen communities and inspire faithful stewardship of creation.

This year’s symbol, ‘Immersion in Living Water’, invites Christians to step into God’s
life-giving river until they depend fully on God’s grace. As recipients of this living water,
believers are called to become channels of hope and renewal, allowing God’s love to flow
through them into the world. The symbol also encourages reflection on the suffering of
creation and solidarity with communities most affected by environmental degradation.

Water surrounds us, sustains us and connects us,” says Rev James Bhagwan, General
Secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches. “Yet our living waters are wounded by
warming seas, pollution, plastics, extractive industries, biodiversity loss and the continuing
failure of those with the greatest responsibility to act with justice.”

There will be displays during the month of September to celebrate the Season of Creation.

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR

Services

e Sunday 6/9, 9:30 15th Sunday of Pentecost, Minister Rev Lorene Day
e Sunday 6/9, 1pm Syrian Orthodox Arabic Service

e Thursday 10/9, 1:30 Midweek Service, RUOK theme, Rev Tevita Holani
e Sunday 13/9, 9:30 Pentecost 16, Minister Rev David Withers

e Sunday 20/9, 9:30 Pentecost 17 inc Communion, Rev David Withers
e Sunday 27/9, 9:30 Pentecost 18, Ms Roslyn Harris

e Sunday 4/10, 9:30 Pentecost 19, Rev Lorene Day

Meetings

e Frill &25/9 Sewing Group

e Saturday 12/9 Repair Cafe

e Fri 18 & 19/9 Collectibles

e Mon 28/9 Pastoral Connections

e Wed 7/10 Coffee’n’Chat Brioche 1:30pm
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PASTORAL CONNECTIONS Pam Seller Pastoral Connections

At the end of July about 150 people gathered at Belmont Uniting to celebrate the life of
Robert (Bob) Clayton. As we know, Bob was a great gardener and always had rhubarb and
flowers available at church for us to purchase and enjoy. He was a great contributor to the
setting up of the garden boxes at Men’s Shed and Bob was also responsible for creating
garden boxes at Estia, where he and Jenny resided.

As usual at a funeral, you learn that there are many “compartments” to each of our lives,
that make up the total life of each person. This was very much the case with Bob who
owned several farms over the years, grew vegetables, flowers and crops that were sold
onto retail chains around Victoria.

Bob was also a ‘plough’ expert, as in ploughing the fields. He won many awards over the
years and was a judge at World Ploughing competitions in Australia and overseas. Many of
those who attended the service were obviously friends from this field of his life. No pun
meant!! These men in their green jackets formed a guard of honour as the funeral
procession left the church.

At the start of the service a song/hymn that was dear to Bob’s heart, was sung by Abigail
Wighton (this rendition is available on YouTube). It was All things Bright and Beautiful, and it
was really a vision of Bob’s love of all things nature. Once, when | was visiting, all
conversation stopped as we watched in wonder as some lorikeets darted in and out of a
tree outside the window. The colour, the noise was a joy to behold!!

The words below are two versions of Bob’s favourite song. The first, the traditional version
was written by Cecil Alexander who was born in1818, writing more than 400 hymns for
children and adults. The second version was written by Brian Black was born in 1926, more
than 100 years later. Brian was an Anglican minister who also wrote hymns for adults and
children, over his life writing 25+ hymns and other songs.

What a wonderful legacy all of them have left us, their hymns, songs, and gardening
adventures that will live on and encourage us to love nature and grow in our faith.

*****  Have you ever wondered what your legacy will be, or what the legacy of our church
will be?

ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL. ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND
Ceeil Franees Alexander 18181895 BEAUTIFUL
Chorus: All things bright and heautiful,

Cecil Frmees Alexander 1818-18%5Rrian Black 1426-
Cheris: All things bright and beautiful,
All ereatures great and small,

All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderiul.

The Lord God made them all. All things wise and wonderful —

Each little flower that opens, The Lord God mads them all.
Each little bird that sings, The wildflowars in their beauty,
He made their glowing colours, The mountain ranges tall,
He made their tiny wings. The billabongs and rivers,

And friendly birds that call.
The purple headed mountain, . v

The rivers running by, The CllJ|d wi_nd ir_l l.he winter,

The sunsetl, and the mountain, The bright, life-giving sun,

That brightens up the day. The ripe fruits in the garden,
The cold wind in the winter, He made them everyone.

The pleasant summer sun,

The ripe fruits In the garden, The gum trees green and tall,

He made them everyone, The racks, and pools, and palm trees,
He gave us eyes to see them, The sparkling waterfalls,

And lips that we might tell.

How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.

The coloured walls of gorges,

He gave us eyes lo see them,
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty
Whao has made all things well,
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PASTORAL CONNECTIONS PRAYER OF THE MONTH

Let us pray: b@

The following prayer was shared by Shaghek at our Pastoral %ra/
Connections meeting, and it is a prayer that is relevant for all of us. %r @ur It

is based on 1 Peter 4 vs 8-12. rauer

“"Heavenly father, thank you for bringing us together. Fill our hearts

with your love and help us to encourage, support and care for one another. Strengthen
our friendship, unite us in faith and guide us to reflect on your kindness in all we do. As
your word says, ‘above all love each other deeply.’ (1 Peter 4 vs 8) May we be a
blessing to one another and grow closer to you each day. In Jesus' name we pray.
AMEN

Loving God, you challenge us to look at our world with compassion and not to judge
those who think or live differently to us. If we become smug and self-satisfied, remind
us that your grace is for everyone.

Teach us to honour all people as part of your kingdom. We especially pray for those
who are fleeing war, for innocent bystanders caught up in terror situations, and in
places where people are confronted with oppression or discriminating situations.

We pray for the places in the world, wherever there is conflict. Our prayers are, that
there will be peacemakers and leaders in each country to advocate for those who feel
powerless.

We offer prayers for the unemployed, those struggling to feed their families and to
keep a roof over their heads. May they find support when needed and show us ways
that we ae called to be sensitive to hear their stories and support their needs in areas
where we are able to help.

Loving father, each day we pray for those who suffer from mental illness, intellectual
disability and those who find it difficult to mix in society. May they find compassion,
acceptance, and support.

Our prayers are for the youth of our city, who cannot find work in this busy and
complex, materialistic world. May there be a listening ear and guidance for them as
they negotiate the support systems available.

Gracious God, comfort the frail elderly especially those living in care. We pray that they
receive kindness, understanding and patience from those charged with caring for them.

We pray for and ask your blessing Lord, on St. Luke’s and the journey that we are
undertaking as we seek your will for our future. We seek your spiritual guidance and
teaching that will enable us, through our faith, to be your ambassadors where you have
placed us. Peace and grace.

WHEN OUR WORSHIP ENDS, OUR SERVICE BEGINS!
Pam Seller,
Pastoral Connections Team Co-ordinator
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St. Luke’s Collectibles

Raising funds for Refugee Ministry

St Luke’s Chapel Collectibles ‘the story’: Collectibles raise funds to support St
Luke’s Mission Outreach - Refugee Ministry, and our wider Community:

Part 1. Supporting Refugees and Asylum Seekers, Homeless, and domestic violence
victims — with material aid (of which we support Social Housing recipients).

Part 2. Collectibles raising funds to support Part 1, by receiving donations to stock the
refugee room, and Chapel, and St Luke’s new initiative, being ‘Second Blessings’ Op
Shop.

This month Belmont Uniting Church: Belmont’s Mission Committee donated bed
linen and warm clothing for use in the refugee room, resulting from a ‘Harvest
thanksgiving service’. We give thanks for this very generous and timely donation.

September at St Luke’s: SALES WEEKEND
September Collectibles Sales Opening: Friday 18%. Sept from 12 noon until 4pm.
Saturday 19%. Sept from 9am till lunchtime.
You are invited. Bring friends. Help share our story.

We are open, on the 3™ Friday afternoon, and Saturday morning each month. You are
invited to come, enjoy, be prepared to be reminded of your own family treasures, and
tell your own stories.

Will you remember: Every Wednesday, between 9.30 am 11.30am, the Wednesday
Team of volunteers are available to receive material aid donations. Simply drive
between the Chapel and Men’s Shed to off load. Spread the word.

The Collectibles Chapel story continues.

We give thanks for those who connect with us, donating material aid to support people
in need. St Luke’s Uniting Church, 174 Barrabool Road, Highton 3216.

Enter carpark off Scenic Road.
Rae Anderson 0413 888 884 & Linda Salamy - Collectibles Co-ordinators
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Second Blessings Op Shop Celebrates a Strong Start

Second Blessings Op Shop has marked more
than two weeks of bustling trade since opening
doors on Saturday 15 August — and early signs
point to a thriving new chapter in St Luke’s
community outreach.

its

Opening day drew an estimated 250 visitors,
with Catherine Mullen, Chair of Church Council,
officially welcoming the crowd and
acknowledging the many volunteers who helped
bring the shop to life. Customers were greeted
foyer hosts and shop staff, enjoying a lively
atmosphere, quality bargains and refreshments served throughout the day.

Shoppers were quick to praise the store’s presentation, affordability and warm
hospitality. Clothing, shoes, handbags, toys, games, kitchenware, glassware, craft
supplies, linen and pictures were among the most popular items, with many leaving the
shelves almost as quickly as they were stocked.

We are pleased to say trade has remained steady since launch, boosted further during
the recent Collectibles Sale weekend. The partnership between Second

Blessings and Collectibles is intentionally collaborative, with each initiative
complementing the other. Many op shop customers have discovered Collectibles for the
first time — and vice versa — strengthening community engagement across both
programs.

Donations continue to flow in from the wider community, and volunteers are working
daily to sort, check, price and display new stock. The shop is also maintaining its close
relationship with Norlane Community Centre Treasures Op Shop, sharing goods and
coordinating logistics through volunteer drivers. Support for Emergency Relief at
Grovedale and Norlane remains a priority, with plans to extend assistance to additional
community groups in the coming weeks.

Behind the scenes, members of St Luke’s Men’s Shed have
provided essential practical support, ensuring shelving and
shop fittings are safe, secure and fit for purpose.

We express our heartfelt gratitude for, and to, the many
volunteers who have contributed time, energy and expertise
to establish the op shop. "It takes a team to bring such a big
concept to life.”

Community feedback has already been encouraging, with
customers describing Second Blessings as “just what Highton
needs.” As the shop settles into its six-day-a-week rhythm,
we look forward to discerning how this new initiative will
continue to shape our mission and service to the community. Please pray for the Op
Shop, it's volunteers, customers and donors and the future of this outreach initiative.

Those interested in volunteering or donating are encouraged to contact coordinator Des
Younghusband 0417 354 515.

Linda Salamy
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NATIONAL UPDATE

President releases video message for stat of Season of Creation
The 2026 Season of Creation begins on 1
September, inviting Christians around the world
to pray, reflect and act in celebration of God’s
gift of creation and our shared responsibility to
care for our common home.

To mark the beginning of the season, Uniting
Church President Rev Charissa Suli has released
a video message reflecting on this year’s
theme, ‘Living Water’, inspired by Ezekiel
47:9 and 12.

In Ezekiel’s vision, a river flows from God'’s
sanctuary, bringing healing, restoration and
new life. Rev Suli connects this vision with
communities experiencing environmental
degradation, climate change and displacement,
including people in Nepal and Tibet following devastating floods.

She also reflects on the Uniting Church’s responsibility to care for creation and stand
alongside First Nations peoples and Pacific communities.

The Season of Creation runs until 4 October. Rev Suli invites the Church to “pray,
learn, act, and advocate”, allowing Christ’s living water to flow through us with
healing and hope. Click here to view her message.

Supporting the people of Nepal

Our hearts are with the people of Nepal following the devastating floods that struck the
Bhote Koshi River area last week, bringing loss of life, destruction and uncertainty to
communities already facing immense
hardship.

In this time of grief, Uniting Church President
Rev Charissa Suli has offered a pastoral
prayer for the people of Nepal, praying for
those who have lost loved ones, those still
waiting for news, and those working to bring
help and comfort.

We join in this prayer, entrusting the people
of Nepal to God'’s loving care. May those who
are grieving know God'’s presence, those who
are afraid find courage, and those responding
to the disaster be strengthened for the work ahead.

How we can help: As rescue and retrieval efforts continue across devastated
communities in Nepal, UnitingWorld is supporting United Mission to Nepal to provide
essential food and relief supplies to approximately 1,000 affected families.

Please consider giving to this emergency appeal and continue to hold the people of
Nepal in prayer as they face grief, displacement and a long road to recovery.
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